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1996 – Historic Durango   
Busy Mrs. McBee Oral History  
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Museum Inventories Burials  
History of the Healing Waters at Trimble Hot Springs 
Historic Walking Tour of Main Avenue Special Section 
Oral History – An Interview with Eddie Box Jr.  
Continuing History of Electra Lake Sporting Club  
The Grand Old Strater Hotel  
  
1997 - Historic Durango   200 Years of Local History  
Old Spanish Trail, Durango’s first highway  
The wit of the wild west:  Durango’s newspaper history  
Electric lights, an electric streetcar, and electricity to heat the baby’s bottle  
W.E Wash Patrick:  Durango’s most famous fisherman (sidebar: The Biggest trout on record)  
It’s all yours Mr. President:  the women who rescued the ruins  
The secret of Smelter Mountain  
  
1998 - Historic Durango:  A Century of History  
Remembering the Maine  
Durango’s Hispanic barrios   
What made Durango prosper  
1898 Durango Herald clippings  
Looking Forward (20th century as predicted in 1895-1905  
Durango’s school bells ring  
Durango had style in 1898  
Ute land controversy  
Navajo weaving in 1898  
Animas City Cemetery  
Realizing a dream  
  
1999 – Historic Durango     Looking Back  
The Turner Tradition  
High Noon in Durango May 4, 1899  
Homestead Act Further Divided Ute Bands  
Pine River Valley’s past  
History More Exciting than Fiction  
News from the 1899 Durango Evening Herald  



Durango’s 19th Century Social Life (sidebar: The Reading Club of Durango)  
Realities of Ute Strip Homesteading  
The Shorts:  Ute Strip Survivors  
Pioneering in Animas City  
Solving the Strips Irrigation Problems  
Durango Colorado AKA Smelter City  
The Birth of Ah! Wilderness  
  
2000 – Historic Durango     Turn of the 20th Century Revelry  
Celebrations of Durango’s SPMDTU #35  
How Olga Little Found Fun Fortune, Fame and Romance  
Take me out to the game  
Power from mountains light up the night  
Railfest (2nd) centerpiece  
Bawdy Durango  
Utes loved to play games and still do  
The Crusaders of the Women’s Christian Temperance Union  
A Rancher A Doctor and Will Shakespeare  
Kewpie Mania rooted in Durango  
History through photographs  
  
2001 – Historic Durango     Remembering Some of Our “Firsts”  
Durango’s first White settler  
Durango’s first bank  
Early-day skiers  
Durango’s first baseball game  
Birth of the museum  
Antonio Buck: First tribal chairman of the Southern Utes  
The Durango power plant  
First medical doctor in Durango  
First Real Movie Star (Harold Lloyd)  
First mining and miners in La Plata County  
George Wheeler, the first mayor of Bayfield  
La Plata County’s first school:  taught to the tune of a hickory stick  
The first church in the Animas Valley  
The fist archaeologists in Durango  
  
2002 – Historic Durango     People of the San Juan  
A Commemorative Plaque (San Luis)  
 The Indomitable Miss True  
John Taylor Early Pioneer  
The Swede Who Came to Colorado  
John Wingate Pioneer Miner, Merchant & Railroad Man  
Mother Mary Baptist Meyers and the sisters of Mercy  
Spanish Trails Fiesta  
I Remember Reverend Root  
Cuentos di Me Madre  



John A. Porter Pioneer San Juan Industrialist  
Elza “Pa” Needham  
Adventures with Helen Sloan Daniels  
Snyder and Bader Fort Lewis College Founders  
The Growth of Schluter Flowers  
  
2003 – Historic Durango     Chronicling Our Past  
Old Schoolhouse Restored as Museum  
A New Roof a New Future  
An Extra Ordinary Volunteer (Henry Ninde)  
Discovering Family History through Photos  
A Photographer’s Work  
Children Journey back in time  
Temples of Learning  
A Trip to Greenmount Cemetery  
Museum gardens  
Missionary Ridge Fire:   History in the 
making The Lime Creek Burn of 1879 What 
is history?  
At the museum  
  
2004 – Historic Durango     Snapshot:  1904  
1904 Life in La Plata County  
Evolving from Frontier Outpost to Towns  
Brookside Bridges Gap between Durango and Animas City  
The Pride of Animas City  
In Search of the Animas City School Story  
Dietrich Made Fire Chief  
1904 Spotlight on People and Their Special Occasions (Edwin Buck, Allison Kroeger, Rowe Pingrey, 
Reva Cordell Gray, Ella Birkhimer)  
Blacksmithing 1904 a trade in transition  
The Anvil Chorus  
Coal Fueled Area Development (Sidebar:  King Coal lone surviving mine in region) (Sidebar: The Coal 
Towns) (sidebar:   The Strikes)  
Museum Brings History to Life  
New Hatchery Expected to Lure Fishermen  
  
2005 - Historic Durango     Natural Resources Inviting and Impacting Development 
Title article  
Lighting up Durango City Basked in the Glow of Gas & Electricity  
Natural Gas Comes to Durango (sidebar:  Hello Hawaii! How Are you)  
Smoke and Noise:   Soot Dirt and Grime Dominated Smelter City  
 Mineral Riches Aided War – Uranium in Durango  
The Queen of King Coal – Violet Smith a Woman Who worked in a Man’s World  
Animas Museum Centerpiece – Window to the Past, Antique Fair, Website, Museum to remain open 
during construction  
Snow, slopes & Scenery – Purgatory’s opening days – 1965-66  
Lumber Barons and Timber Pirates  



Saving the Forest from being Skinned  
Harnessing the Power of water   Building the Tacoma Power Plant (sidebar:  Electgra Sporting Club) 
Animas River:   The Good, the Bad and the Ugly  
  
2006 - Historic Durango   Celebrating Beginnings  
America 1881:  The Uncertain Threshold of Change  
Durango and Its Politics A Town to which hell itself is a paradise  
Spirit of Cooperation concern for Spiritual Welfare Mark Durango Churches Early Day 
Bank of the San Juans  
100-year legacy of Pin-Dik Studio  
Kroegers celebrates 85 years in the business community  
The Railroad Arrives (sidebars:  William Bell, Alexander Hunt  
A Country Village of the Old-Fashioned Sort (Bayfield centennial)  
The Rise and Fall of Animas City  
The making of a Park – Women’s Role in Mesa Verde (sidebar:  Durango’s Role as a Gateway to the Park 
Brennan Oil  
  
2007 - Preserving Our Heritage  
Finding History in Everyday Things  
Things Aren’t Always What They Seem (cover story photo)  
A Businessman who was his own drummer (Kellenberger)  
Grandfathers Hat Fists Ben (Harrison hat)  
Early Durango Photographers  
Managing the “Old Stuff” You Don’t See  
Heirlooms need special care  
Bringing Locomotive 315 Back to Life  
Tribute to Henry Ninde  
Life in the Stacks – Books Violets and Dolls (Sadie Sullivan)  
A Library was on the Books from the Beginning (sidebar:  Library showcased more than just books) 
Architecture reflected National trend  
National Financial Crisis Impacted Durango  
The Democrat was Always Good for a Laugh and a Quote  
Play, But no Boys allowed  
CHA:  Turner  
  
2008 – Historic Durango     A Home for History  
A Railroader & Rancher in La Plata County (Wayland Bruce)  
A Research Request from Hong Kong (Mc Connell)  
Sanborn Maps (sidebar:  Edwin Asa Wilder – Early Photographer)  
Moving into the home for history (sidebar: A rare Zuni Pot  
Preserving Family Scrapbooks and Photo Albums  
Bringing Together the Pieces of History (sidebar:  Are you into Scrapbooking)  
Leave Posterity a Concrete Record of Your Life  
CHA:  Railroad/Harper, Kroeger  
Final Recovery and Progress Marked 1908  
Century Building Constructed in Wake of 1907 Fire  
Durango Lays its First Concrete Sidewalks  
Parade Marked the Fourth  



History is Just Around the Corner (Durango Heritage Celebration)  
  
2009 – Historic Durango     Dealing with the Great Depression  
Museums:  Stimulus for an Ailing Economy  
Weathering the Tough Times  
A High-Country Ranch in the Depression  
The Civilian Conservation Corps (sidebar:  the Vallecito Story) 
The WPA  
A new Deal Legacy: The Smiley School  
LPEA – 70 Years of Power  
CHA:  Bar D, Short Family  
Youth Program Focused on Library  
Santo Domingo Pottery on Exhibit  
Home for History:  A Dream Coming True  
Share what you know with others  
Depressions are no fun (kid’s corner, sidebar:  kid’s quiz)  
  
2010 – Historic Durango     Free Land, for a Price: Homesteading in La Plata County  
Collections project takes museum to new level  
Land, the Westerner’s Dream  
Riding into the Animas Valley, Sidesaddle (Roberts)  
Claiming the Valleys and the Rangeland:  The First Homesteaders and Cattlemen  
Creating Land to Call Home:  Ute Land Cessions  
Promise of Free Land Shaped the West  
CHA:  Boob Beers, Durango Herald  
Life in La Posta  
Hispanic Homesteaders in Cherry Creek (sidebar:  Chico Dirt Construction)  
  
2011 – History La Plata     If Walls Could Talk  
La Plata County’s Architectural Legacy  
Earliest Architecture Closely linked with Lifestyle  
Architectural Traditions of Homesteaders from Log Cabins to Chico Construction  
The Joy Cabin:  a Labor of Love  
Civilizing Architecture:  The Influence of Fort Lewis  
The Fire Fiend and the Endurance of the West  
Durango Enters the Modern Age (West Building)  
Abeyta Dance Hall:  Adobe Walls, Sweet Music and Hispanic Life  
Early School Architecture in Western La Plata County  
The Beauty and the Bungalow (3rd Ave.)  
Evolution of Ignacio:  Modern Style Nods to Tradition  
Historic House Rescued from Oblivion (sidebar: How to Register a Property) 
Tanks for the Memories (Farmington extension water tank)  
CHA:  Strater/barkers, James Family  
  
2012 – History La Plata     Word Up:  Communication in La Plata County  
The Old Spanish Trail:  Communication on a Mule Train  
Native American Flute Music – The Courting Language of Love  



Communication with Sunshine (Ft. Lewis heliograph)  
Durango’s First Newspaper: A Record of a Community (Caroline Romney) (sidebar: Black, White and  
Read All Over the County (LPC newspapers) 
The Telegraph: Communication on a Line  
A Little Telephone Talk (sidebar:  Helpful telephone hints [how to use a phone ca. 1940s)  
The Transatlantic Telephone Cable “Connection” to Durango  
Television Comes to Durango  
KDUR Sets the Tone on Campus  
Preserving Family Letters, An Almost Extinct Medium (sidebar:  A letter from Vietnam)  
The Rise and Fall of the Postal Service in Western La Plata County  
A Piece of History:  Communicating Through Quilts  
CHA:  LPEA, Diane and Fred Wildfang; Visionaries of Second Ave.)  
  
2013 – History La Plata    Wish You Were Here - Journeys to La Plata County  
Passing Through La Plata County…in 1776 (Dominguez Escalante)  
Journeys on the Old Spanish Trail  
They Came to Mine (sidebar:  a Jack Packer’s Journey)  
The Making of Otto Mears (sidebar: Rough Going to Durango)  
Arriving by Wagon  
The Mormon Settlement of Redmesa  
Motoring Memories  
In Their Merry Oldsmobiles  
Dealing for a Dodge; Early Durango Dealerships  
One Hundred Years…Flying Sky High (sidebar: A Visitor out of the Blue)  
Teelawuket – A Summer Home  
Narrow Gauge Capital of the World  
Destination Recreation  
CHA:  BPOE #507, Davin Montoya Family  
  
2014 – History La Plata   La Plata County History A-Z  
Animas: Nothing Perdidas About It  
Baker’s Bridge – Lasting Legacy of the Baker Party  
Columbian Exposition – La Plata County in the Spotlight  
Dryside Explained  
Frank Gonner: A Photographic Legacy  
Hollywood Highlights of Southwestern Colorado (sidebar: Emma Sweeny)  
Ignacio – The Founding of La Plata County’s Tri-Ethnic Community (sidebar: Southern Ute Cultural 
Center      &Museum)  
Jottings on Kewpie: A Durango Native  
Livestock in the Mountains  
Naegelin – Pioneer Blacksmith  
One Hundred and Ten Years of Community Service: The Animas City School  
Parrott City  
Quarts, Pints & Barrels: Brewing in La Plata County  
Rio Grande Southern – Gone, but not forgotten  
Saving Places; Historic Preservation in La Plata County  
Tabor Divorce: The Scandal Comes to Durango  
Uranium, Vanadium, and World War II in La Plata County  



Xtra, Xtra – Read all about it! World News Comes to La Plata County  
Yeager Boys to the Rescue  
ZZZZZzzzz Nodding Off Historically Durango Hotels and Motels  
CHA: Durango Public Library and Peter Schertz & Andrea Avantiggio owners of Maria’s Bookshop  
  
2015 – History La Plata     We Are What We Eat –Sharing Our History Through Food  
What’s for dinner…deer? Prehistoric Diet in Southwest Colorado  
Mining Dining  
From Farm to Table – 1874 Style (early agriculture)  
Festive Fare – 1875 (1st Christmas dinner in Animas Valley)  
Historic Orchards of Hermosa  
Allison’s Turkey Packers Co-op  
Feeding an Army (Ft. Lewis)  
Old Fort Lewis Today  
Restaurant Reminiscing  
History in a Half Shell (oysters)  
East Meets Western (Western Steak House)  
From the Museum’s Collections – Snacking on the Rails (railroad and Coca-Cola)  
Food for Thought (grocery stores)  
Insights from the Past for Our Local Food Future  
CHA: San Juan Mountains Association and Robert McDaniel & Jill Seyfarth  
  
2016 – History La Plata     If Our Artifacts Could Talk  
Our Local Lady Undertaker (Ida Goodman)  
An Immigrant’s Tale (Aspaas)  
Is That a Snowboard or an Ironing Board?  
Helen Searcy’s Gifts  
Violet Smith   
From the Collections of the Animas Museum  
Collections Care at the Animas Museum  
Painting Colorado’s Own Female Jackpacker  
The Bodos: From Italy to the Ranch  
The Deep Hispana Roots of Mella Gallegos McCluer  
Helen Sloan Daniels, A Modern Pioneer  
  
2017 – History La Plata     World War I: The Great War – Great Local Stories  
“How Ya Gonna Keep ‘em Down on the Farm (After They’ve Seen Paree”  
La Plata County’s Yankee Doodle Dandy (Russell Parker Frame)  
Smokes and Cards and Acts of Western Friendship Sending Our Boys to War  
Off to Training Camp on the Train  
Adolf Lewis Soens, Durango’s First Pilot  
Something to Wrote Home About: Letters from a WWI Soldier (Art Wyatt)  
A Soldier Recalls (Morgan Dean Hately)  
Trujillo & Sheets: No Return from “Over There”  
Letters from the Front (Thomas McCartney, Everett Hutchin, victor Bloom  
Food Will Win the War  
Mrs. Grass’s Doughnuts – Anna Heffernan  



Americans! Remember Your Flag  
Scrapbooks Interpret the Great War (Aspaas)  
A Woman’s Place is in the War  
Two Doughboys From Bayfield (Fred Groves, Eugene Green)  
On Our Way Home…The Ignacio Chieftain Reports on its “Son” (Frederick Lindon Bradshaw)  
From Soldiers’ Songs and Slang of the Great Ware  
The War with Nature (Spanish Flu Influenza)  
The Spanish Flu in Silverton  
No Other Choice (Margaret Brady McKenzie appendectomy during the epidemic)  
Armistice Day: The End to the Great War  
Centennial Celebration of Waterfall Ranch  
Visit the Animas Museum  
  
2018 History La Plata The 1960s: Snapshots in Time  
Chaos and Continuity (setting the scene)  
The Hemlines they are A-Changin’ (fashions from the collections)  
Durango Shopping Goes Modern   
Acres of Free Parking (Town Plaza)  
Take Cover! It’s the 1960s (fallout shelters downtown)  
Snapshots of Durango (Willetto Collection)  
Caring for Photos – for Posterity’s Sake\  
Say it Loud (music)  
Music Notes (Lords of London)  
Fun, Fast and Furious (60s cars)  
The Navajo Trail, Tourism and Durango in the 1960s  
Wheels, Reels, and Meals (drive-ins: theaters and restaurants)  
Let’s go to Bolivia…or Durango? (filming Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid)  
Rio Grande Land  
Durango Native Circles the Moon (Stuart Roosa)  
News of the Day in 1968  
1960s Slang  
Purgatory Founded on Oil Man’s Vision  
Fort Lewis 1960s Scrapbook  
Culinary Heritage Dinner  
At the Museum  
Vintage Recipes  
  
2019 History La Plata   The Silver Edition: “1930s: Tough Times and High Hopes”  
(Typo on edition: used last years “Snapshots in Time” subtitle.) 
The Life and Times of The Peterson House  
La Plata County & The Great Depression  
The CCC in La Plata County  
Vallecito Dam & The CCC  
Trench Wars: Archaeology, Durango, & the 1930s  
Fiesta  
Preserving Pioneer Voices  
The S.P.M.D.T.U.  



Durango’s 1930s Medical Advancement  
Out of the Way Will Rogers  
The Seven Rio Grande Southern “Motors”  
KIUP – Local Radio for 84 years  
Durango’s Moving Mountain  
Depression & Determination at Fort Lewis  
Durango Dutch Band   
End of Prohibition & 3.2 Beer  
Culinary Heritage Dinner 2019  
 
History La Plata was not published in 2020 due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
2021 History La Plata “Looking Back at History” 
The Old Spanish Trail  
Homestead Act Further Divided Ute Bands 
The Railroad Arrives 
Mountains of Silver 
The Sisters of Mercy 
Pine River Valley’s Past 
The Women how Rescued the Ruins 
Brookside Bridges Gap Between Durango and Animas City 
Ignacio: The Founding of La Plata County’s Tri-Ethnic Community 
The Coal Towns 
Uranium, Vanadium, and World War II in La Plata County 
Dryside Explained 
Historic Orchards of Hermosa 
Celebrations of Durango’s SPMDTU #35 
Snow, Slopes, and Scenery Purgatory’s Opening Days 1965 – 1966 
 
2022 History La Plata “Local History Through 50 Treasures” 
Geologic History of the Animas Valley 
Basketmakers: Durango’s Earliest Pioneers 
Artifacts as Art 
Importance of Railroads to SW Colorado 
Agriculture in La Plata County 
A Help Hand for the Farmer – Granges in La Plata County 
Serving the Community 
From Tents to Drive Ins 
The Importance of Schools in La Plata County 
Community Fun – Any Excuse for a Parade 
 
2023 History La Plata “The 1920s: The Decade That Roared” 
The Roaring 1920s Change La Plata County 
1920s: Transition Time for the Narrow Gauge 
Durango’s “Indian Curio” Trade in the 1920s 
Tin Lizzies and Tourism 
Durango Goes to the Movies 



A Revolution in Fashion 
Dancing Away the Blues 
Prohibition: Wets versus Drys 
Examining the Photograph, John Lorenzon 
Durango’s Harold Lloyd 
Invisible Empire: The Ku Klux Klan in La Plata County 
1920s Slang, Playthings and Games 
Food that Roared into the 1920s 
Curious Crazes of the 1920s 
A Peppy Affair: Celebrating Durango’s Grand Buildings 
Durango Editors Duel in Words and Deeds… One Editor Dead 
Durango Sends Mail by Air 
 
2024 History La Plata “Front Lines to Home Front – La Plata County and WWII” 
World War II and La Plata County 
Portraits of those who served – various cameos 
War Comes to La Plata County 
Come On Durango and Do Your Part! 
Durango at Sea: The SS Durango Victory Ship 
Helen M. Aspaas, Second Lieutenant, Army Nurses Corps 
Sadie’s Boys: Five Brothers and the Legacy of War 
Home Front – La Plata County 
The Railroad and WWII 
That Woman with the Railroad Under Her Arm 
United States Vanadium Corporation 
Rosie the Riveter 
Fort Lewis College Joins the War Effort 
Grow More – Can More in ’44 – Food Fights for Freedom 
WARdrobe 
The Band Played On 
War Weary Citizens Welcome Victory in Europe and Japan 
 
2025 History La Plata “A Thousand Years of La Plata County History in 30 Years of History La Plata” 
Remembering Duane Smith 
Geologic History of the Animas Valley 
Early Prehistory of the Animas River Valley 
Durango’s First “Highway” 
Ute Land Cessions 
The First Homesteaders and Cattlemen 
The Valley’s First City 
The Railroad Arrives 
Mother Mary Baptist Meyers and the Sisters of Mercy 
Natural Resources: Inviting and Impacting Development 
The Most Improbably Railroad in the West 
The Women Who Rescued the Ruins 
The War with Nature 
Transition Time for the Narrow Gauge 



The Ku Klux Klan in La Plata County 
Preserving Pioneer Voices 
Trench Wars: Archaeology, Durango, and the 1930s 
United States Vanadium Corporation 
Fort Lewis College in the 1960s 
Purgatory Founded on Oil Man’s Vision 
 
 


